
Peter: Courageous Failure to Humble Hero
John 18-21

John 18 
 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, and cut off
his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.
 11 So Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which My
Father has given Me?"
 12 Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested 
Jesus and bound Him.
 (NKJV)

John 18 
 15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Now that disciple was 
known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest.
 16 But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who was known to the high 
priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in.
 17 Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, "You are not also one of this Man's 
disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not."
 18 Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood there, for it was cold, 
and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed himself.
 (NKJV)

John 18 
 25 Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, "You are not 
also one of His disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not!"
 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, "Did 
I not see you in the garden with Him?"
 27 Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster crowed.
 (NKJV)

Luke 22 
 60 But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are saying!" Immediately, while he was still 
speaking, the rooster crowed.
 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, 
how He had said to him, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times."
 62 So Peter went out and wept bitterly.
 (NKJV)

John 20 
 1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still 
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.
 2 Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, "They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid Him."
 3 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb.
 4 So they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first.
 5 And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in.
 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths



lying there,
 7 and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but 
folded together in a place by itself.
 8 Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed.
 9 For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.
 10 Then the disciples went away again to their own homes.
 (NKJV)

John 20 
 19 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut 
where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst,
and said to them, "Peace be with you."
 20 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord.
 21 So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you."
 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy 
Spirit.
 23 "If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained."
 (NKJV)

John 21 
 1 After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and 
in this way He showed Himself:
 2 Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, 
and two others of His disciples were together.
 3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We are going with you 
also." They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing.
 4 But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not 
know that it was Jesus.
 5 Then Jesus said to them, "Children, have you any food?" They answered Him, "No."
 6 And He said to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So
they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.
 7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" Now when Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and 
plunged into the sea.
 8 But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two 
hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish.
 9 Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, 
and bread.
 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you have just caught."
 11 Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-
three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken.
 12 Jesus said to them, "Come and eat breakfast." Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, 
"Who are You?" --knowing that it was the Lord.
 13 Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish.
 14 This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from 
the dead.
 15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do 



you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said
to him, "Feed My lambs."
 16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" He said to 
Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My sheep."
 17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved 
because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You 
know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.
 18 "Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked 
where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird
you and carry you where you do not wish."
 19 This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken 
this, He said to him, "Follow Me."
 20 Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had 
leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays You?"
 21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, "But Lord, what about this man?"
 22 Jesus said to him, "If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me."
 (NKJV)

• At Pentecost Peter preached and in one day 3000 people got saved. 
• Peter was imprisoned and released at least four times.  Two of those times an Angel released 

him. 

• He was imprisoned under Nero, and around the year 69 AD both Peter and his wife were 
martyred.  



Peter: Humble Hero

1 Peter 5 
 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be 
submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives 
grace to the humble."
 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due 
time,
 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour.
 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world.
 10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you 
have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.
 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
 (NKJV)

Peter's failure and Christ's forgiveness and call fully exhibit the awesome grace of 
God. 

How have you failed?  

In the middle of our failure,  just when we are sure that we are rejected, Christ appears, 
“Do you love me?”   In His great compassion He gives us second chances. 


