
Mary, Mother of God
John 19:23-30

John 19 
 23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four parts,
to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the 
top in one piece.
 24 They said therefore among themselves, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it 
shall be," that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: "They divided My garments among 
them, And for My clothing they cast lots." Therefore the soldiers did these things.
 25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife 
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
 26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He 
said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!"
 27 Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour that disciple took 
her to his own home.
 28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, said, "I thirst!"
 29 Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, 
put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth.
 30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing His head,
He gave up His spirit.
 (NKJV)

Acts 1 
 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
Sabbath day's journey.
 13 And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying: 
Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the 
son  of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James.
 14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
 (NKJV)

Mary, Mother of God – Council of Ephesus AD 431
Response against Nestorianism, a heresy that said Jesus Christ was two people, one 
born of Mary that was later joined by a person from God.  

Roman Catholic Dogma of Perpetual Virginity – Lateran Council AD 649

• Until the 4th Century 'brothers' meant brothers – Helvidius held this belief 

• The Roman church held to the “Perpetual Virginity” doctrine

• Jerome perpetuated 'brothers' meant cousins

• Epiphanius said 'brothers' were Joseph's children from a previous wife



Roman Catholic Dogma of Immaculate Conception – Pius IX, Bull Ineffabilis Deus, 1854

Question: 
What Is the Immaculate Conception?

Answer:
The Immaculate Conception refers to the condition that the Blessed Virgin Mary was free from 
Original Sin from the very moment of her conception in the womb of her mother, Saint Anne. We 
celebrate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary on September 8; nine months before is December 
8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  (www.Catholicism.About.com)

In the Constitution Ineffabilis Deus of 8 December, 1854, Pius IX pronounced and defined that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary "in the first instance of her conception, by a singular privilege and grace 
granted by God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the human race, was 
preserved exempt from all stain of original sin."  (www.NewAdvent.org)

Roman Catholic Dogma of Assumption of Mary – Pope Pius XII on November 1, 1950

The Catholic Church teaches as dogma that the Virgin Mary "having completed the course of her 
earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory".[1] This doctrine was dogmatically 
defined by Pope Pius XII on November 1, 1950, in the Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus 
Deus by exercising papal infallibility.[2] While the Catholic Church and Eastern Orthodox Church 
believe in the Dormition of the Theotokos, which is the same as the Assumption,[3] the alleged 
physical death of Mary has not been dogmatically defined.

St. Juvenal, Bishop of Jerusalem, at the Council of Chalcedon (451), made known to the Emperor 
Marcian and Pulcheria, who wished to possess the body of the Mother of God, that Mary died in the
presence of all the Apostles, but that her tomb, when opened, upon the request of St. Thomas, was 
found empty; wherefrom the Apostles concluded that the body was taken up to heaven. 
(www.NewAdvent.org)

Worshiping and Venerating Mary seems to have gotten its roots in the years from 400 – 600, 
but took many centuries to grow into official Roman Catholic doctrine. 

Mary – Second Eve

1 Corinthians 15 
 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.
 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.
 (NKJV)

Galatians 4 
 4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the law,
 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
 (NKJV)



Eve, living in a world without sin, listened and believed the dark angel, that old Serpent the 
Devil, and plunged all the following generations into darkness.  

Mary, living in a world and body affected by sin, listened and believed the Angel from heaven 
and thereby paved the way for all of us to live in the light. 

Luke 1 
 26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth,
 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary.
 28 And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is 
with you; blessed are you among women!"
 29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what 
manner of greeting this was.
 30 Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God.
 31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call 
His name JESUS.
 32 "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David.
 33 "And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be
no end."
 34 Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?"
 35 And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to 
be born will be called the Son of God.
 36 "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and 
this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.
 37 "For with God nothing will be impossible."
 38 Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to 
your word." And the angel departed from her.
 39 Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of 
Judah,
 40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.
 (NKJV)


