
Condemning Jesus
John 18-19

John 18 
 12 Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested 
Jesus and bound Him.
 13 And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was 
high priest that year.
 14 Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die
for the people.
 (NKJV)

High Priests – Annas & Caiaphas

“Woe to the house of Annas! Woe to their serpent's
hiss! They are high priests; their sons are keepers
of the treasury; their sons-in-law are guardians of
the Temple; and their servants beat the people with
staves.” - the Talmud

• Traditionally, a High Priest would fill his duties
until the proper age of retirement from the
priesthood

• At this time, the office of High Priest had
become a political one that could be purchased with bribes and political favors to the 
Roman rulers. 

• When Jesus stormed the Temple and turned over the money changer's tables, He was 
actually attacking what was known as the “Bazaar's of Annas”. 

John 18 
 19 The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine.
 20 Jesus answered him, "I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in 
the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing.
 21 "Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they 
know what I said."
 22 And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with 
the palm of his hand, saying, "Do You answer the high priest like that?"
 23 Jesus answered him, "If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do 
you strike Me?"
 24 Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
 (NKJV)

John 12 
 32 "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself."
 33 This He said, signifying by what death He would die.
 (NKJV)



Leviticus 24 
 16 'And whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the 
congregation shall certainly stone him, the stranger as well as him who is born in the land. 
When he blasphemes the name of the LORD, he shall be put to death.
 (NKJV)

The Right of the Sword
“Forty years before the destruction of the Temple, judgment in matters of life and death was 
taken away from Israel” -the Talmud

“AND now Archelaus's part of Judea was reduced into a province, and Coponius, one of the 
equestrian order among the Romans, was sent as a procurator, having the power of [life and] death 
put into his hands by Caesar.”  Wars of the Jews, Book 2, Chapter 8, Josephus Flavius

John 18 
 28 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they 
themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat 
the Passover.
 29 Pilate then went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this Man?"
 30 They answered and said to him, "If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered 
Him up to you."
 31 Then Pilate said to them, "You take Him and judge Him according to your law." Therefore 
the Jews said to him, "It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death,"
 32 that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He 
would die.
 33 Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, "Are You the 
King of the Jews?"
 34 Jesus answered him, "Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this 
concerning Me?"
 35 Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You 
to me. What have You done?"
 36 Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My 
servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not
from here."
 37 Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that 
I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I 
should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."
 38 Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went out again to the 
Jews, and said to them, "I find no fault in Him at all.
 39 "But you have a custom that I should release someone to you at the Passover. Do you 
therefore want me to release to you the King of the Jews?"
 40 Then they all cried again, saying, "Not this Man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a 
robber.
 (NKJV)



Pilate, Procurator in Judea AD 26 – 
AD 35, sent by Tiberius Caesar

Wars of the Jews, Book 2, 
Chapter 9, Josephus Flavius

• Tried to bring the image of 
Tiberius Caesar into Jerusalem, 
Jews protested, Pilate thought to 
kill all rebels, but the entire body 
of Jews bared their necks and 
said they would rather die than 
break their law and Pilate had to 
give in to them. 

• Pilate then built an aqueduct in 
Jerusalem by using the sacred 
treasure called Corban from the 
Temple treasury

• After the death of Christ, he 
brought some special Roman 
shields into Jerusalem that had 
an image of Caesar on them, the
people petitioned Rome and 
Pilate was remonstrated. 

• Pilate used such violence against
some of Samaria and the Jews 

that they appealed to Tiberius Caesar, who replaced Pilate and ordered him to come to
Rome to be judged. Before Pilate arrived in Rome, Tiberius died and Pilate never faced
judgment. 

• Died an uncertain death, some say he killed himself, others that he converted to 
Christianity. 

• Made it into the Apostle's Creed, “that he suffered and died under Pontius Pilate” 

John 19 
 1 So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him.
 2 And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a 
purple robe.
 3 Then they said, "Hail, King of the Jews!" And they struck Him with their hands.
 4 Pilate then went out again, and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that 
you may know that I find no fault in Him."
 5 Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to 
them, "Behold the Man!"
 6 Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, "Crucify 
Him, crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in 
Him."
 7 The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to our law He ought to die, 
because He made Himself the Son of God."
 8 Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid,



 9 and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus 
gave him no answer.
 10 Then Pilate said to Him, "Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power
to crucify You, and power to release You?"
 11 Jesus answered, "You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you
from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin."
 12 From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, "If you let this 
Man go, you are not Caesar's friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar."
 13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the 
judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.
 14 Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to 
the Jews, "Behold your King!"
 15 But they cried out, "Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, 
"Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar!"
 16 Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and led Him away.
 17 And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called 
in Hebrew, Golgotha,
 18 where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the 
center.
 19 Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
 20 Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.
 21 Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,'
but, 'He said, "I am the King of the Jews."'"
 22 Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written."
 (NKJV)

Pilate, the God ordained representative of human government who both declared that 
Christ was without fault, and condemned Him to death on the Cross. 


