
Sin, Righteousness, and Judgment
John 16:5-15

John 16 
 5 "But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?'
 6 "But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.
 7 "Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.
 8 "And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:
 9 "of sin, because they do not believe in Me;
 10 "of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more;
 11 "of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.
 12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
 13 "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not 
speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.
 14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.
 15 "All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to 
you.

He will convict the world of SIN

Acts 2 
 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"
 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
 39 "For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our
God will call."
 40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse 
generation."
 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls 
were added to them.
 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in prayers.
 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.

He will convict the world of RIGHTEOUSNESS

Zechariah 3 
 1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the LORD, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to oppose him.
 2 And the LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD who has chosen 
Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?"
 3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the Angel.
 4 Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, "Take away the filthy 
garments from him." And to him He said, "See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe 
you with rich robes."
 5 And I said, "Let them put a clean turban on his head." So they put a clean turban on his head, and 
they put the clothes on him. And the Angel of the LORD stood by.
 6 Then the Angel of the LORD admonished Joshua, saying,



 7 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 'If you will walk in My ways, And if you will keep My command, Then 
you shall also judge My house, And likewise have charge of My courts; I will give you places to walk 
Among these who stand here.

Isaiah 64 
 6 But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all 
fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.

2 Corinthians 5 
 1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,
 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.
 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but 
further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life.
 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a 
guarantee.

Revelation 3 
 5 "He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from 
the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

Revelation 3 
 18 "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, 
that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your 
eyes with eye salve, that you may see.

First the Spirit reveals to us that we are unclean. 

Then, once we have responded to Christ the Spirit reveals to us the fact that we are
indeed made righteous in Christ.  Through the Spirit we are given the confidence that

we are saved- made righteous- in Christ. 

“The testimony of the Spirit is an inward impression of the soul, whereby the Spirit of 
God directly witnesses to my spirit that I am a child of God; that Jesus Christ hath 
loved me, and given himself for me; and that all my sins are blotted out, and I, even I, 
am reconciled to God....Thus 'the testimony of our own spirit' is, with the most intimate 
conviction, manifested to our hearts, in such a manner as, beyond all reasonable 
doubt, to evince the reality of our sonship.”  -John Wesley

He will convict the world of JUDGMENT

2 Peter 3 
 1 Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of 
reminder),
 2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the 
commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior,
 3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts,



 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of creation."
 5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing
out of water and in the water,
 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.
 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire 
until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
 8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.
 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward 
us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a
great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will 
be burned up.
 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 
conduct and godliness,
 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?
 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells.
 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 
without spot and blameless;
 15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation--as also our beloved brother Paul, 
according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you,
 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to 
understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the 
rest of the Scriptures.
 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own 
steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;
 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory 
both now and forever. Amen.
 

Revelation 20 
 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.
 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to 
their works, by the things which were written in the books.
 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who
were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.
 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

Through the Holy Spirit, 
God is in the beginning, 
the middle, 
and the completion, 
of your Christian walk. 


