
Fruit of the Spirit: Backdrop to Effective Christian Living
John 15:1-17  

John 15 
 1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vine dresser.
 2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears 
fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
 3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.
 4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing.
 6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they 
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.
 7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be
done for you.
 8 "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.
 9 "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.
 10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's
commandments and abide in His love.
 11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may 
be full.
 12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
 13 "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.
 14 "You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.
 15 "No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to 
you.
 16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may 
give you.
 17 "These things I command you, that you love one another.
 (NKJV)

KINDS OF FRUITS

2590.  karpov  karpos,  kar-pos' 
 
probably from the base of 726; fruit (as plucked), literally or figuratively:--fruit. 

Matthew 13 
 8 "But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty.
 (NKJV)



Good Fruit, Bad Fruit

Luke 6 
 43 "For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.
 (NKJV)

Fruits of Repentance

Matthew 3 
 8 "Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,
 (NKJV)

Fruits of Righteousness

Philippians 1 
 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all 
discernment,
 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and 
without offense till the day of Christ,
 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God.
 (NKJV)

Fruit of the Spirit

Galatians 5 
 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,

Matthew 3 
 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 
said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
 8 "Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,
 9 "and do not think to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to 
you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.
 10 "And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
 11 "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.
 12 "His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing 
floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire."
 (NKJV)

Matthew 7 
 15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravenous wolves.



 16 "You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs 
from thistles?
 17 "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.
 18 "A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.
 19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
 20 "Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
 (NKJV)

2592.  karpoforew  karpophoreo,  kar-pof-or-eh'-o 
 
from 2593; to be fertile (literally or figuratively):--be (bear, bring forth) fruit(-ful).

Mark 4 
 20 "But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, 
and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred."

1081.  gennhma  gennema,  ghen'-nay-mah 
 
from 1080; offspring; by analogy, produce (literally or figuratively):--fruit, generation.

Luke 22 
 17 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, "Take this and divide it among 
yourselves;
 18 "for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes."
 (NKJV)

2 Corinthians 9 
 10 Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and 
multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness,
 (NKJV)

5052.  telesforew  telesphoreo,  tel-es-for-eh'-o 
 
from a compound of 5056 and 5342; to be a bearer to completion (maturity), i.e. to ripen fruit 
(figuratively):--bring fruit to perfection.

 
Luke 8 
 14 "Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out
and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.



Gifts of the Spirit

Ephesians 4 
 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers,
 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ,
 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

1 Corinthians 12 
 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of 
tongues.
 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?
 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?
 31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

Romans 12 
 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: 
if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;
 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;
 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

1 Corinthians 12 
 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?
 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?
 31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

• Apostle
• Prophecy
• Evangelism
• Pastor
• Teaching
• Miracles
• Healings
• Helps
• Administrations
• Tongues
• Ministering
• Exhortation
• Giving
• Leading
• Mercy



Fruit of the Spirit
• Love
• Joy
• Peace
• Longsuffering
• Kindness
• Goodness
• Faithfulness
• Gentleness
• Self-control

GIFT: Special ability given for ministry.

vs.
 

FRUIT: The normal result of growth. 

Isaiah 5 
 1 Now let me sing to my Well-beloved A song of my Beloved regarding His vineyard: 
My Well-beloved has a vineyard On a very fruitful hill.
 2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, And planted it with the choicest vine. He built
a tower in its midst, And also made a winepress in it; So He expected it to bring forth 
good grapes, But it brought forth wild grapes.
 3 "And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, Judge, please, between 
Me and My vineyard.
 4 What more could have been done to My vineyard That I have not done in it? Why 
then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, Did it bring forth wild grapes?
 5 And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard: I will take away its 
hedge, and it shall be burned; And break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
 6 I will lay it waste; It shall not be pruned or dug, But there shall come up briers and 
thorns. I will also command the clouds That they rain no rain on it."
 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, And the men of Judah 
are His pleasant plant. He looked for justice, but behold, oppression; For 
righteousness, but behold, a cry for help.
 (NKJV)

If the fruit is lacking, the gift loses effectiveness.

The Fruit of the Spirit is the necessary backdrop for effective Christian living.

 



Galatians 5 
 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,
 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
 24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

The Fruit of the Spirit is the 'more excellent way'. 
1 Corinthians 12 
 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?
 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?
 31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

1 Corinthians 13 
 1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have 
become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.
 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing.
 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.
 4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not 
puffed up;
 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;
 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;
 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
 8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.
 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part.
 10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done 
away.
 11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but 
then I shall know just as I also am known.
 13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
 (NKJV)



Matthew 25 
 14 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own 
servants and delivered his goods to them.
 15 "And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to 
his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.
 16 "Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another 
five talents.
 17 "And likewise he who had received two gained two more also.
 18 "But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord's money.
 19 "After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
 20 "So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, 
you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.'
 21 "His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'
 22 "He also who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two 
talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.'
 23 "His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a 
few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'
 24 "Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a hard 
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed.
 25 'And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what 
is yours.'
 26 "But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I 
reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.
 27 'So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would 
have received back my own with interest.
 28 'Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.
 29 'For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him 
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.
 (NKJV)


