
The Fruit of Abiding
John 15:1-17

John 15 
 1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vine dresser.
 2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears 
fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
 3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.
 4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing.
 6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they 
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.
 7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be
done for you.
 8 "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.
 9 "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.
 10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's
commandments and abide in His love.
 11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may 
be full.
 12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
 13 "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.
 14 "You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.
 15 "No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to 
you.
 16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may 
give you.
 17 "These things I command you, that you love one another.
 (NKJV)

Matthew 3 
 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to 
them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
 8 "Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,
 9 "and do not think to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you 
that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.
 10 "And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
 11 "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.
 12 "His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, 
and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."
 (NKJV)



Matthew 7 
 15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravenous wolves.
 16 "You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from 
thistles?
 17 "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.
 18 "A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.
 19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
 20 "Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
 (NKJV)

Galatians 5 
 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are 
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.
 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness,
 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 
dissensions, heresies,
 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as 
I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God.
 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,
 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
 24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
 (NKJV)

KING JEHOSHAPHAT LEADS JUDAH INTO
BATTLE

2 Chronicles 20 
 1 It happened after this that the people of Moab
with the people of Ammon, and others with them
besides the Ammonites, came to battle against
Jehoshaphat.
 2 Then some came and told Jehoshaphat, saying,
"A great multitude is coming against you from
beyond the sea, from Syria; and they are in
Hazazon Tamar" (which is En Gedi).
 3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek
the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all
Judah.



 4 So Judah gathered together to ask help from the 
LORD; and from all the cities of Judah they came to
seek the LORD.
 5 Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of 
Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, 
before the new court,
 6 and said: "O LORD God of our fathers, are You 
not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the 
kingdoms of the nations, and in Your hand is there 
not power and might, so that no one is able to 
withstand You?
 7 "Are You not our God, who drove out the 
inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel, 
and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your 
friend forever?
 8 "And they dwell in it, and have built You a 
sanctuary in it for Your name, saying,
 9 'If disaster comes upon us-sword, judgment, 
pestilence, or famine-we will stand before this 
temple and in Your presence (for Your name is in 
this temple), and cry out to You in our affliction, and
You will hear and save.'
 10 "And now, here are the people of Ammon, 
Moab, and Mount Seir-whom You would not let 

Israel invade when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them and did not 
destroy them-
 11 "here they are, rewarding us by coming to throw us
out of Your possession which You have given us to inherit.
 12 "O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no
power against this great multitude that is coming against
us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon
You."
 13 Now all Judah, with their little ones, their wives, and
their children, stood before the LORD.
 14 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the
son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the
son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the
midst of the assembly.
 15 And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat!
Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not be afraid nor
dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is
not yours, but God's.
 16 'Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely
come up by the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at
the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel.
 17 'You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the 
salvation of the LORD, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!' Do not fear or be dismayed;
tomorrow go out against them, for the LORD is with you."



 18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his
face to the ground, and all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem bowed before the LORD,
worshiping the LORD.
 19 Then the Levites of the children of the
Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites
stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with
voices loud and high.
 20 So they rose early in the morning and went
out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they
went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me,
O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem:
Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be
established; believe His prophets, and you shall
prosper."
 21 And when he had consulted with the people,
he appointed those who should sing to the LORD,
and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as
they went out before the army and were saying:
"Praise the LORD, For His mercy endures
forever."
 22 Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people 
of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated.
 23 For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to 
utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they 
helped to destroy one another.
 24 So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the 
multitude; and there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped.
 25 When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away their spoil, they found among them
an abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, and precious jewelry, which they stripped off 
for themselves, more than they could carry away; and they were three days gathering the 
spoil because there was so much.
 26 And on the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berachah, for there they blessed 
the LORD; therefore the name of that place was called The Valley of Berachah until this day.
 27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat in front of 
them, to go back to Jerusalem with joy, for the LORD had made them rejoice over their 
enemies.
 28 So they came to Jerusalem, with stringed instruments and harps and trumpets, to the 
house of the LORD.
 29 And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries when they heard that the 
LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel.
 30 Then the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all around.
 (NKJV)



WHAT IS OUR POSITION?  WHERE DO WE TAKE OUR STAND?

Colossians 3 
 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
is, sitting at the right hand of God.
 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.
 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.

John 15 
 4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing.


