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The Backdrop:

Psalms 55 
 12 For it is not an enemy who reproaches me; Then I could bear it. Nor is it one who hates 
me who has exalted himself against me; Then I could hide from him.
 13 But it was you, a man my equal, My companion and my acquaintance.
 14 We took sweet counsel together, And walked to the house of God in the throng.

Psalms 41 
 9 Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his 
heel against me.

The Moment and the Message:

John 13 
 31 So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is 
glorified in Him.
 32 "If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him 
immediately.
 33 "Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to 
the Jews, 'Where I am going, you cannot come,' so now I say to you.
 34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another.
 35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
 36 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, where are You going?" Jesus answered him, "Where I am
going you cannot follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward."
 37 Peter said to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will lay down my life for Your 
sake."
 38 Jesus answered him, "Will you lay down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to 
you, the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times.

The Message Amplified: 

John 15 
 9 "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.
 10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's
commandments and abide in His love.
 11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may 
be full.
 12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
 13 "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.
 14 "You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.
 15 "No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to 



you.
 16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may 
give you.
 17 "These things I command you, that you love one another.

1 John 3 
 16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren.

1 John 4 
 20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?
 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother 
also.

1 John 5 
 1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who
begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.
 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His 
commandments.
 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are 
not burdensome.
 (NKJV)

Loving 'Brothers'

In the Context of Siblings

In the Context of Church
Loving each other in light of giving to the poor? 

In the Context of Marriage

Ephesians 5 
 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also
loved the church and gave Himself for her,

 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and 
let the wife see that she respects her husband.

John 13
 35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."


