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John 13 
 1 Now before the feast of the Passover, when
Jesus knew that His hour had come that He
should depart from this world to the Father, having
loved His own who were in the world, He loved
them to the end.
 2 And supper being ended, the devil having
already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot,
Simon's son, to betray Him,
 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all
things into His hands, and that He had come from
God and was going to God,
 4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments,
took a towel and girded Himself.
 5 After that, He poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe
them with the towel with which He was girded.
 6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You washing my feet?"
 7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will
know after this."
 8 Peter said to Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash 
you, you have no part with Me."
 9 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!"
 10 Jesus said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean;
and you are clean, but not all of you."
 11 For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, "You are not all clean."
 12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to 
them, "Do you know what I have done to you?
 13 "You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.
 14 "If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another's feet.
 15 "For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.
 16 "Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is 
sent greater than he who sent him.
 17 "If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
 18 "I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but that the Scripture 
may be fulfilled, 'He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.'
 19 "Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe that I am
He.
 20 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who
receives Me receives Him who sent Me."
 (NKJV)



VERSE 14-15: “Do as I have done.”
• Absence of foot washing in other Gospels
• Absence of bread and wine in John

GENERAL CONSENSUS:

Literalists: “It is not necessarily part of communion.”

• Amish, Mennonite, and some others observe it as part of communion
• Many other churches observe foot washing once a year on Maundy Thursday

Spiritual Symbolist: “Refresh one another, serve each other.”

VERSE 16: The servant is not greater than his master. 

Luke 22 
 24 Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be 
considered the greatest.
 25 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and 
those who exercise authority over them are called 'benefactors.'
 26 "But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be 
as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves.
 (NKJV)

Mark 10 
 36 And He said to them, "What do you want Me to do for you?"
 37 They said to Him, "Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other 
on Your left, in Your glory."
 38 But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?"
 39 They said to Him, "We are able." So Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink the 
cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized;
 40 "but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for 
whom it is prepared."
 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James and 
John.
 42 But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, "You know that those who are 
considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them.
 43 "Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you
shall be your servant.
 44 "And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.
 45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many."
 (NKJV)



Matthew 20 
 25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them.
 26 "Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among 
you, let him be your servant.
 27 "And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave--
 28 "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
a ransom for many."
 (NKJV)

VERSE 20:
   

• We can wash Christ's feet by washing each others' feet.
• We can refresh Christ by bringing refreshment to His body


