
“I Am Not The Christ”
Lesson of Purpose & Calling from the Life of John the Baptist

John 1:19-37

John 1 
 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe.
 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

John the Baptist's Calling: 
• To Bear Witness of the Light

John's Calling Announced

John's Early Life
• Born of a Barren Womb

◦ Luke 1 
7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well 
advanced in years.

• Foretold by the Angel Gabriel
◦ Luke 1:13-17

Luke 1 
 13 But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.
 14 "And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.
 15 "For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.
 16 "And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.
 17 "He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, *'to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord."

*John's Life Purpose Statement

John's Calling In Action

John the Baptist's Calling: 
• To Bear Witness of the Light
• Preach Repentance

Matthew 3 
 1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
 2 and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"
 (NKJV)

John the Baptist's Calling: 
• To Bear Witness of the Light
• Preach Repentance
• Baptize those who Repented



Mark 1 
 4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission 
of sins.
 5 Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by 
him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.  (NKJV)

Luke 3 
 3 And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission 
of sins,
 4 as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying: "The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.
 5 Every valley shall be filled And every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked places shall be made 
straight And the rough ways smooth;
 6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"

Quotation from Isaiah 40: 
 3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; Make straight in the 
desert A highway for our God.
 4 Every valley shall be exalted And every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked places shall 
be made straight And the rough places smooth;
 5 The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken."

Matthew 3 
 4 And John himself was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was 
locusts and wild honey.
 5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him
 6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.
 (NKJV)

John's Calling Defined

Luke 3
15 Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about John, whether he was the 
Christ or not,
 16 John answered, saying to all, "I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, 
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

John 1
 19 Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, "Who are you?"
 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ."
 21 And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" 
And he answered, "No."

The Original Lie
Genesis 3 
 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die.
 5 "For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil."

John 1
 22 Then they said to him, "Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you 
say about yourself?"



 23 He said: "I am 'The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Make straight the way of the LORD,"' as the 
prophet Isaiah said."
 24 Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees.
 25 And they asked him, saying, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?"
 26 John answered them, saying, "I baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom you do not 
know.
 27 "It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose."
 28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

John's Calling Fulfilled

John the Baptist's Calling: 
• To Bear Witness of the Light
• Preach Repentance
• Baptize those who Repented
• Proclaim that Jesus was the Christ

Isaiah 40 
 6 The voice said, "Cry out!" And he said, "What shall I cry?" "All flesh is grass, And all its loveliness 
is like the flower of the field.
 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, Because the breath of the LORD blows upon it; Surely the 
people are grass.
 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever."
 9 O Zion, You who bring good tidings, Get up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, You who bring 
good tidings, Lift up your voice with strength, Lift it up, be not afraid; Say to the cities of Judah, 
"Behold your God!"
 (NKJV)

John 1
 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world!
 30 "This is He of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.'
 31 "I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water."
 32 And John bore witness, saying, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained 
upon Him.
 33 "I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'Upon whom you see the 
Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'
 34 "And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God."

John the Baptist's Calling: 
• To Bear Witness of the Light
• Preach Repentance
• Baptize those who Repented
• Proclaim that Jesus was the Christ
• Baptize Jesus

Luke 3 
 21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He 
prayed, the heaven was opened.
 22 And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from 
heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased."



John's Calling In Question

Matthew 11 
 2 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples
 3 and said to Him, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?"
 4 Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the things which you hear and see:
 5 "The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and 
the poor have the gospel preached to them.
 6 "And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me."

Isaiah 35 
 4 Say to those who are fearful-hearted, "Be strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, With the recompense of God; He will come and save you."
 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
 6 Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters shall burst 
forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert.

John 1
 35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples.
 36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!"
 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.

Matthew 11 
 11 "Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John 
the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

John the Baptist's Calling: 
• To Bear Witness of the Light
• Preach Repentance
• Baptize those who Repented
• Proclaim that Jesus was the Christ
• Baptize Jesus
• To be a forerunner of Jesus

Our Calling: To be the Body of Christ

II Corinthians 5
18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given 
us the ministry of reconciliation,
 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to 
them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore 
you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.

Everything in John's life and ministry pointed people toward Jesus Christ. 

Let the same be said of us. 


