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John 1:35 – 2:25

John 1 
 35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples.
 36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!"
 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.
 38 Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to 
Him, "Rabbi" (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), "where are You staying?"
 39 He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where He was staying, and remained 
with Him that day (now it was about the tenth hour).
 40 One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.
 41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is 
translated, the Christ).
 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, "You are Simon the son 
of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which is translated, A Stone).
 43 The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, "Follow 
Me."
 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and 
also the prophets, wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."
 46 And Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, 
"Come and see."
 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no deceit!"
 48 Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip 
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."
 49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!"
 50 Jesus answered and said to him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you 
believe? You will see greater things than these."
 51 And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."
 (NKJV)

John 21 
 1 After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He 
showed Himself:
 2 Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 
others of His disciples were together.
 3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We are going with you also." They 
went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing.

Luke 6
12 Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all 
night in prayer to God.
 13 And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom 
He also named apostles:
 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and 
Bartholomew;
 15 Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot;
 16 Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.





The Apostles
• Simon ~ Peter~Cephas
• Andrew
• James
• John ~ The One Whom Jesus Loved
• Philip
• Bartholomew ~ Nathanael
• Matthew ~ Levi, The Tax Collector
• Thomas
• James, the Son of Alphaeus
• Thaddeus ~ Judas
• Simon the Zealot
•  Judas Iscariat

Discipleship: Soft & Cozy or Costly?

Jewish Education System in the time of Christ 

• Taught by parents at home until age 5 or 6 
• Age 5 or 6: Taken to “The House of The Book” to begin study Moses
• Age 10 – 12: Go to a Scribe, or Rabbi's, house and learn the Prophets and the Poets
• Age15: The best and brightest (Like Paul) are asked to stay and learn Jewish Law.
• If not chosen: “Go- ply your trade, have children, maybe your son will be chosen.”

• Peter, Andrew, James, & John were Fishermen
• Matthew (Levi) was a Tax Collector
• Philip –  from a fishing village, disciple of John
• Simon – a Zealot
• Jesus was a Carpenter



The Cost of Discipleship: The Softness of the Call

John 2 
 1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.
 2 Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.
 3 And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine."
 4 Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet 
come."
 5 His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it."
 6 Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the 
Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.
 7 Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim.
 8 And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took 
it.
 9 When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where 
it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the 
bridegroom.
 10 And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests 
have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!"
 11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His 
disciples believed in Him.
 12 After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and 
they did not stay there many days.
 (NKJV)

The Cost of Discipleship: The Harshness of the Call

John 2 
 12 After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and 
they did not stay there many days.
 13 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
 14 And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
moneychangers doing business.
 15 When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and 
the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables.
 16 And He said to those who sold doves, "Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house 
a house of merchandise!"
 17 Then His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up."
 18 So the Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show to us, since You do these 
things?"
 19 Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."
 20 Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in 
three days?"
 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body.
 22 Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to 
them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.
 23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name 
when they saw the signs which He did.
 24 But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all men,
 25 and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man.
 (NKJV)



Picking on Peter

Mark 1 
 16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net 
into the sea; for they were fishermen.
 17 Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men."
 18 They immediately left their nets and followed Him.
 19 When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets.
 20 And immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
servants, and went after Him.
 (NKJV)

Matthew 14 
 24 But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.
 25 Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea.
 26 And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, "It is a ghost!" And 
they cried out for fear.
 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid."
 28 And Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water."
 29 So He said, "Come." And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to 
Jesus.
 30 But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, 
saying, "Lord, save me!"
 31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, 
why did you doubt?"
 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.

“When Christ calls a man, He bids him, 'Come and die.'”  - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

John 21 
 18 "Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where 
you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and 
carry you where you do not wish."
 19 This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, 
He said to him, "Follow Me."

The Cost of Discipleship: Deeply Personal but Uncompromising

Luke 14 
 26 "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers 
and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
 27 "And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
 28 "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether 
he has enough to finish it --
 29 "lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,
 30 "saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.'
 31 "Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?
 32 "Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of 
peace.
 33 "So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.



“Monasticism was represented as an individual achievement which the mass of the laity could not be 
expected to emulate.  By thus limiting the application of the commandments of Jesus to a restricted 
group of specialists, the Church evolved the fatal conception of the double standard – a maximum and 
a minimum standard of Christian obedience. Whenever the Church was accused of being too 
secularized, it could always point to monasticism as an opportunity of living a higher life within the 
fold, and thus justify the other possibility of a lower standard of life for others.” 

 “Luther's return from the cloister to the world was the worst blow the world had suffered since the 
days of early Christianity.  The renunciation he made when he became a monk was child's play 
compared with that which he had to make when he returned to the world.  Now came the frontal  
assault.  The only way to follow Jesus was by living in the world.  Hitherto the Christian life had 
been the achievement of a few choice spirits under the exceptionally favorable conditions of  
monasticism; now it is a duty laid on every Christian living in the world.”

 “The commandment of Jesus must be accorded perfect obedience in one's daily vocation of life. The 
conflict between the life of the Christian and the life of the world was thus thrown into the sharpest  
possible relief.  It was hand-to-hand conflict between the Christian and the world.” 

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship

“The problem with Christianity is not that it has been tried and found wanting; 
but it has been found difficult and left untried.”  

- G. K. Chesterton

West Kootenai, Montana 1995



My 15th Birthday

Lester Graber, 1995

Matthew 11 
 28 "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
 29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.
 30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."
 (NKJV)


