
Preaching to the Spirits In Prison
I Peter 3:18-22

1 Peter 3 
 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,
 19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison,
 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved 
through water.
 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not the removal of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ,
 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and 
powers having been made subject to Him.
 (NKJV)

1 Peter 4 
 1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same 
mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,
 2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the 
will of God.
 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles--when we 
walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.
 4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of 
dissipation, speaking evil of you.
 5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.
 6 For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.
 7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.
 8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of 
sins."
 (NKJV)

Acts 13 
 35 "Therefore He also says in another Psalm: 'You will not allow Your Holy One to see 
corruption.'
 36 "For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was 
buried with his fathers, and saw corruption;
 37 "but He whom God raised up saw no corruption.
 38 "Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you the 
forgiveness of sins;
 39 "and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not be
justified by the law of Moses.
 (NKJV)



Psalms 16 
 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope.
 10 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see 
corruption.
 11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore.
 (NKJV)

Romans 10 
 6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will 
ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down from above)
 7 or," 'Who will descend into the abyss?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).
 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the 
word of faith which we preach):
 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.
 (NKJV)

Deuteronomy 30 
 11 "For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, 
nor is it far off.
 12 "It is not in heaven, that you should say, 'Who will ascend into heaven for us and 
bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?'
 13 "Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will go over the sea for us and 
bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?'
 14 "But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.
 (NKJV)

Ephesians 4 
 7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.
 8 Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to
men."
 9 (Now this, "He ascended" --what does it mean but that He also first descended into the 
lower parts of the earth?
 10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He 
might fill all things.)
 (NKJV)

Psalms 68 
 18 You have ascended on high, You have led captivity captive; You have received gifts
among men, Even from the rebellious, That the LORD God might dwell there.
 (NKJV)



Colossians 2 
 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has 
made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,
 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary
to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.
 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them in it.
 (NKJV)

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Solid Declaration of the Formula of Concord

IX. Christ's Descent To Hell

1] And since even in the ancient Christian teachers of the Church, as well as in some among 
our teachers, dissimilar explanations of the article concerning the descent of Christ to hell are 
found, we abide in like manner by the simplicity of our Christian faith [comprised in the 
Creed], to which Dr. Luther in his sermon, which was delivered in the castle at Torgau in the 
year 1533, concerning the descent of Christ to hell, has pointed us, where we confess: I 
believe in the Lord Christ, God's Son, our Lord, dead, buried, and descended into hell. For in 
this [Confession] the burial and descent of Christ to hell are distinguished as different articles;

 2] and we simply believe that the entire person, God and man, after the burial descended into
hell, conquered the devil, destroyed the power of hell, and took from the devil all his might.

 3] We should not, however, trouble ourselves with high and acute thoughts as to how this 
occurred; for with our reason and our five senses this article can be comprehended as little as
the preceding one, how Christ is placed at the right hand of the almighty power and majesty 
of God; but we are simply to believe it and adhere to the Word [in such mysteries of faith]. 
Thus we retain the substance [sound doctrine] and [true] consolation that neither hell nor the 
devil can take captive or injure us and all who believe in Christ.
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